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SEARCHING FOR SILENCE IN A LANDSCAPE IN TRANSITION. DOCUMENTING THE FRAGILE 

BOUNDARY BETWEEN INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE VISIONARY FUTURE OF THE 

NETHERLANDS.

This project is a visual investigation conducted in 2005 during my architecture studies, 

capturing a profound moment of urban transition in the Netherlands. The series acts as a 

dialogue between the country’s industrial past and its visionary future, exploring how space 

is reclaimed, protected, and reimagined. The core of the research focuses on the ex-CSM 

Suikerfabriek (now SugarCity), documented in its raw state of industrial archaeology

—a silent pause before its transformation into a contemporary hub.

The research extends to the neighborhoods of Haarlem, observing areas undergoing 

gentrification and the liminal spaces where historical fabric meets the emerging city. This 

stillness is contrasted with the bold optimism of Dutch structural innovation, such as the 

MVRDV residential complex, WoZoCo, which I visited to study its iconic cantilevered 

apartments and its radical approach to sunlight and density.

The journey continues through the suspension bridges of Rotterdam and out toward the 

Great Dykes. These massive engineering feats represent the ultimate Dutch narrative: the 

eternal, silent struggle to define the boundary between land and water.

At the time, as a “broke student” navigating these landscapes, I captured these images 

using a borrowed Kiev 60 medium format camera. The equipment had a faulty back gasket, 

resulting in unpredictable light leaks across the frames. Rather than discarding these 

shots, I chose to embrace these scars of light as an integral part of the project. They serve 

as a metaphor for the passing of time: a visual distraction that reflects the fragility of 

memory and the inevitable fading of the industrial past.

In Dutch Silence the technical imperfection of the analog soul meets the rigid lines of 

Dutch architecture, documenting a world in the midst of becoming something new.



Sugar City Waterfront, Halfweg, 2005

Linear architectural shapes reflecting symmetrically on the still surface of the canal. The 

heavy overcast sky and flat light dissolve the remnants of industrial noise into a quiet, 

geometric landscape.



Former CSM Suikerfabriek Silos, Halfweg, 2005

Monumental concrete silos rising as grey monoliths above the untamed grassy ridge. A 

dormant industrial giant standing still, redefining the silent rhythm of the Dutch horizon.



Curved Brick Architecture, Haarlem, 2005

A distinct curved residential building anchored at a street intersection, symmetrically 

framed by mature trees in absolute stillness.



Functionalist Residential Block, Haarlem, 2005

A multi-story brick apartment building standing at a quiet street corner, defined by 

structured window grids and clean architectural lines.



Residential Courtyard, Haarlem, 2005

A brick residential structure overlooking a quiet paved courtyard with grass growing 

between the stones. A stark, minimalist space under a soft, flat sky.



Urban Residential Street, Haarlem, 2005

A weathered brick building standing at a quiet street corner under soft, flat light. The 

structured windows and empty paved street emphasize the silent, ordinary geometry of 

the neighborhood.



WoZoCo Apartments, Amsterdam, 2005

Residential complex designed by MVRDV (1997) featuring 13 cantilevered apartments 

on the northern facade to optimize sunlight and green space.



WoZoCo Apartments, Amsterdam, 2005

Residential complex designed by MVRDV (1997) featuring 13 cantilevered apartments 

on the northern facade to optimize sunlight and green space.



Canal, Haarlem, 2005

Traditional brick houses and a dense row of trees mirrored flawlessly on the dark, still 

surface of the water. A quiet intersection of urban architecture and nature caught in 

absolute stillness.



Contemporary Row Housing, Haarlem, 2005

A modern row of gabled residential units combining warm timber cladding and dark 

brickwork, linked by structured wooden pedestrian walkways.



Modern Residential Esplanade, Haarlem, 2005

A minimalist perspective through a contemporary housing development, featuring 

extensive wooden decking, linear balconies, and a single tall lamp post.



Former CSM Suikerfabriek, Halfweg, 2005

The monumental concrete silos and industrial infrastructure seen from a geometric 

pedestrian overpass. A structured composition highlighting the silent weight of a 

dormant industrial site.
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